
 
At  

United in Faith,  
The Guiding  

Principles are: 
+ 

Jesus is  
Lord and  
Savior 

+ 

Reflect 
God’s Love 

+ 

Pray and 
listen for God’s 

guidance 
+ 

Continue to 
strengthen  

faith 
+ 

Include All 
in God’s 

work 
+ 

Meet people 
where they  

are 

 

 

Here we are again: waiting, watching, and wondering through Advent. 

We have so much to do, so much to accomplish before December 31st 

ends 2025. Presents still to buy, work still to finish, parties to host and  

attend—so very much to do! And yet so little time to remember… 

So little quiet time to consider… 

So little time to look forward to what is coming… 

Into our world and into our hearts… 
 

Advent has a way of sneaking up on us just as the calendar fills to the 

brim. We know it’s supposed to be a season of holy anticipation, but life 

rarely slows down simply because the church calendar says it should.  
 

And so Advent asks us, gently, persistently, to carve out space anyway. 

Not perfect space, not magazine-spread peace and serenity, but a few 

honest moments to breathe and wonder: What is God doing in me this 

year? What needs to be born? What needs to be let go? 
 

During this Advent season we will gather on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. to  

reflect on our journey to Jesus’ birth. Advent begins the church year and 

sets the stage for Christ’s coming among us, but it is also an invitation to 

prepare, to reflect, and to slow down just enough to notice God’s 

movement in our midst. This year we’ll be guided by an ELCA resource 

titled “Waiting, Watching, and Wondering.” 
 

“In the spirit of ‘keeping vigil,’ the first week centers upon watching for 

Christ’s coming again. The second week calls us to prayerful waiting in 

preparation for the coming of Jesus. Drawing upon the idea that 

‘wisdom begins in wonder,’ the third week invites us to embrace imagi-

native wonderment at the things of God.” 
 

I don’t know about you, but that sounds like a breath of fresh air in a 

season when I often feel more frazzled than faithful. Watching. Waiting. 

Wondering. Three postures that don’t require any shopping, wrapping, 

calculating, or scheduling—just a heart willing to pause and pay atten-

tion. 
 

And, of course, this particular Advent finds this congregation preparing 

for more than Christmas. 2026 will bring a new Pastor to United in Faith, 

and with her will come new opportunities to “be God’s hands, feet, and 

voice in the world.” Preparing the way is part of our mission as Christ  

followers; being ready, spiritually, emotionally, communally, is too.  

 

Continued on next page 

 

Why are we 
Here?  

We are to be 
God’s  
hands,  
feet and  

voice  
in the  
world. 

December 
2025 



 

 

January Book Club Saturday, January 24 at 10:00am 
 

The Sound of a Wild Snail Easting by Elisabeth Tova Bailey 

 

 

"In a work that beautifully demonstrates the rewards of closely observing nature,  

Elisabeth Bailey shares an inspiring and intimate story of her uncommon encounter 

with a Neohelix albolabris —a common woodland snail. 

 

While an illness keeps her bedridden, Bailey watches a wild snail that has taken up  

residence on her nightstand. As a result, she discovers the solace and sense of  

wonder that this mysterious creature brings and comes to a greater understanding 

of her own confined place in the world. 

 

Intrigued by the snail’s molluscan anatomy, cryptic defenses, clear decision making,  

hydraulic locomotion, and mysterious courtship activities, Bailey becomes an astute 

and amused observer, providing a candid and engaging look into the curious life of 

this underappreciated small animal.  

 

Told with wit and grace, The Sound of a Wild Snail Eating is a remarkable journey of 

survival and resilience, showing us how a small part of the natural world illuminates 

our own human existence and provides an appreciation of what it means to be fully 

alive."  ---goodreads 

 
 

The Sound of a Wild Snail Eating earned a number of awards, including the National  

Outdoor Book Award (2010), The John Burroughs Medal (2011), and The William  

Saroyan International Prize for Nonfiction (2012). 

 

Advent gives us practice at that kind of readiness. 
 

 

So as we move through these December days, may we listen a little more closely for 

Emmanuel—God with us—and for the cries of the least among us. May our waiting 

be holy, our watching attentive, and our wondering wide and brave, trusting that 

Christ is coming to make all things new, including us. 
 
 

Pr. Jeanie 



 

 

 

                         November 30 

                         Advent 1 

9:00 am  Coffee Hour 

10:00 am Worship in person & livestreamed 

                        DECEMBER 3 

                        Mid-week service 
7:00 pm  Taizé service 

                        DECEMBER 7 

                        Advent 2 

9:00 am  Coffee Hour 

10:00 am Worship in person & livestreamed 

                        DECEMBER 10 

                        Mid-week service 
7:00 pm  Taizé service 

                        DECEMBER 14 

                        Advent 3 

9:00 am  Coffee Hour 

10:00 am Worship in person & livestreamed 

                        DECEMBER 17 

                       Mid-week service 
7:00 pm  Taizé service 

            DECEMBER 21 

     Advent 4 

9:00 am  Coffee Hour 

10:00 am Worship in person & livestreamed 

         

         DECEMBER 24 

         Christmas Eve 

 

 

11:00 pm  Christmas Eve Worship Service in  

person & livestreamed 

 

       DECEMBER 25 

        Christmas Day 

 

10:00 am Christmas Day Worship Service in 

Person & livestreamed 

      DECEMBER 28 

  Christmas 1 

      Lessons and Carols 

 

 

9:00 am  Coffee Hour 

10:00 am Worship in person & livestreamed 

11:00 am Pastor Jeanine’s farewell 

 

ADVENT / CHRISTMAS  
at UNITED IN FAITH 



 

 

Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights 
 

The Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (ICIRR) was created in 1986 in 

response to President Reagan signing into law the Immigration Reform and Control 

Act. 
 

 

Among their accomplishments, the ICIRR has created the Immigrant Family Resource 

Project which connected more than 500,000 individuals and families to safety net  

services and created the New American Initiative which has helped 534,000 people 

to gain access to citizenship. 
 

 

The purpose of their Family Support Network is to connect immigrant communities 

throughout Illinois to a full range of support in collaboration with member organiza-

tions. 
 

 

The ICIRR has produced fact sheets, “Know and Exercise Your Rights” and 

“Deportation Defense Illinois Action Guide”.  These are for services for people living in 

Illinois. We have posted both of these for your information. 
 

 

Please go to their informative website, icirr.org, and read about their policy platform 

and their programs.  

 

The Justice Ministry  

Melissa and Daniel 
 

Melissa who?  Yes, many may have already forgotten about the devastating  

hurricane that ravaged Jamaica, just 5 weeks ago.  However, our friends Dennis and 

Susan Malone’s son Daniel, who lives there, is not fine, nor are his friends and  

neighbors.  They will all experience Melissa for many, many months or years to come.  

Daniel is a Peace Corps administrator on the island nation, who had previously served 

there as a Peace Corps volunteer.    
 

Have you felt moved to help?  Perhaps during the next disaster, someone you know 

could be suffering.  In any case, our ELCA sponsored agency, Lutheran World Relief is 

sending aid to Jamaica, Haiti and The Dominican Republic.  There are times that 

matching funds will double your donation.   Check out their website:  http://lwr.org   

Lutheran World Relief, PO Box 17061, Baltimore, MD 21297-1061 
 

During this holiday season many people are experiencing food insecurity and you 

may want to donate to ELCA World Hunger. Also, for domestic disasters there is  

Lutheran Disaster Response. These are programs of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America.  Website: https://elca.org, mailing address for donations: P.O. Box 1809, 

Merrifield, VA 22116-8009. Or call the toll-free number to donate by phone: 800-638-

3522, Mon.-Fri., 8 am-5 pm CT 

http://lwr.org
https://elca.org


 

DEC 1 Justin Dombroski 

DEC 9 Mary Ann Hudie 

DEC 12 Elisabeth Wittman 

DEC 22 Owen Devine 

DEC 26 Peggy Devine 

DEC 29 Joy Csapo-LaCour 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!! 
 

 

THIS YEAR, to help us decorate our sanctuary for Christmas Eve & Christmas Day, 

we are asking you to BRING in a poinsettia plant (red, white, or pink – no prefer-

ence) on December 21st, after church, or 23rd or 24th between the hours of 9:00 

am and 4:00 pm. 
 

Label it on the bottom of the pot (or foil) with your name so we know where they 

belong after the holiday. Take them home on Thursday, December 25th or  

Sunday, December 28th.We will decorate the sanctuary on Saturday, November 

29 at 10:00 am.  Please join us at that time.  Many hands will help make this  

happen. 

 

December St. Cyprian’s Food Drive… 
 
 

Food Collection Holiday needs: 
 

Chicken Broth 

Stuffing 

Instant Mashed Potatoes 

Cake Mixes and Frosting and Boxed Desserts 

Canned Yams 

Jello Instant Pudding 

Packaged Corn Bread or Bread Mixes 
 

The Pantry is collecting these items until December 18, 2025 

You can put donated items on the red cart at the back door.  Please do not 

put donated items in the church office.  Thank you. 



 

MEET SHAREI GREEN... 
 

Sharei Green (she/her) is a Chicago native with a Business Management degree 

from Luther College. After a stint in advertising and communications, she realized 

God had other plans and followed her call to ministry. 

 

A Womanist theologian with an MDiv from the Lutheran School of Theology at  

Chicago, Sharei lives at the intersection of fat, Black, queer, and neurodivergent—

and is devoted to creating spaces of healing, rest, and joy, especially for Black 

women/femmes and all their many intersections. She is the co-author of God’s Holy 

Darkness, a children’s book that celebrates the holiness of darkness and decon-

structs anti-Blackness in Christian theology. 

 

When she’s off the clock, you can find her cooking, reading, or happily nerding out 

over actual-play shows. 

 

Come meet and hear Sharei lead worship on Sunday, December 7 at 10:00 am 

 



St. Cyprian’s Non-food Monthly Donations January 2026: Diapers  
 

The Justice Ministry is suggesting that during 2026, UIF members be encouraged to 

donate a highlighted item each month.  The food pantry only has funding for food 

items and clients still need to stretch their dollars to cover both food and all those 

daily necessities, such as hygiene or cleaning products.  Don’t forget: any food items 

and items such as diapers can be donated anytime! 

A list of the “item of the month” will be forthcoming, in conjunction with suggested 

needs from the food pantry.  In the meantime, we would encourage members to 

donate diapers!   Always needed for infants and toddlers, but also many adults.   

Look for sales now and donate in January.  (Or sooner if you are able!) 

 

WE SAY GOODBYE AND GOD SPEED TO PASTOR JEANINE 
 

On Sunday, December 28, we will say goodbye and God speed to Pastor Jeanine, 

Julie and Maddie Reardon.  Pastor Jeanine has been here at United in Faith for  

almost 3 years as our much beloved interim pastor.  Pastor Jeanine brought a variety 

of skills and a lot of fun to UIF in those 3 years.  From getting the walls painted and 

new carpeting to hanging up pictures and repairing all things broken.  She even  

installed a pickleball court for all to enjoy at coffee hour! 
 

Make sure you come on December 28 for worship and stay for the potluck and  

fellowship afterwards. 

Congregational Vote to call Sharei Green as Pastor 
 

On December 14 after the 10:00 am worship service, there will be a congregational 

vote to call Rev. Sharei Green to be the new pastor here at United in Faith.  There is 

more information on Rev. Green on page six of this newsletter.  

 

Taizé Worship Services 
 

Join us for Taizé Worship Services on Wednesdays,  

December 3, 10 and 17  

at 7:00 pm. 



UNITED IN FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH EDUCATION ENDOWMENT SCHOLARSHIP 
 

United in Faith Lutheran Church has established an Education Endowment Scholarship Fund which is 
available to members of our congregation.  Students who have a financial need can apply for  
assistance.  Eligible awards can be for any Christian pre-school through high school as well as any 
post-secondary school and can include special educational needs or gifts at any level of education. 
 

Each application is carefully reviewed by the Education Endowment Scholarship Committee.  Awards 
are based on need and funds available.  The application forms are available in the church office and 
must be completed in full to be considered for a scholarship for the school year 2026-2027 and  
returned no later than January 31, 2026.  Place the completed form in the church mail box marked 
“Scholarship” located in the hallway or give to any scholarship committee member.  All information 
on the application will be treated as confidential. 
 

•  Applicants must be active members of United in Faith Lutheran Church. 

 

• Identify, to the best of your knowledge, all school related expenses for the school year, plus any 
other source of income or assistance you have to meet those expenses. 

 

• Applicants and their parent(s)/guardian(s)/legal care giver(s) must participate in the life of United 
in Faith Church.  This can include but is not limited to:  serving as an acolyte, usher, reader,        
assisting minister, Sunday School aide or teacher, participation in fund raising activities, and     
assisting with church events to the extent that is reasonable and possible. 

 

• Attendance at worship is required. 
 

The Committee will then give careful consideration for awards on each application.  Applicants will 
be notified of the Committee’s decision by March 31, 2026.  An applicant may receive a scholarship 
in subsequent years as long as they meet the requirements.  Scholarship amounts may vary from 
year to year based on the number of applicants and funds available each year. 
 

If you have any questions, or are interested in joining this committee,  please contact Bonnie  
Maginnis 773-237-5357. 
 

The Education Endowment and Scholarship Committee 
Bonnie Maginnis,  George Schultz 

 

IMPORTANT DEADLINES TO REMEMBER... 
 
 

    ANNUAL REPORT 2025 DEADLINE:  
     on or before January 15, 2026 
 PLEASE SEND YOUR REPORT TO RICH GUZIK at   
      reguzik@ameritech.net 

 

Rich will have a link to the Annual Report on the UIF website.  If you need a 
paper copy of the report, call the church office. 

 
 

   JANUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  
  on Wednesday, December 10 

 

            THANK YOU for adhering to these important deadlines. 
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Rev. Jeanine Reardon 
Pastor 
Email: pastor@unitedinfaith.org  

Phone: 773.283.2326         
Jeanne Rice, Church Administrator  
Email: UIFAdmin@unitedinfaith.org 
 

On the Web at: www.unitedinfaith.org 
Twitter:  UIFLC | Facebook: UIFLC |  Instagram: UIFLC 

 

 

Dec. 3 7:00 pm  Taizé service 

Dec. 7 9:00 am  
10:00 am  

Coffee Hour 
Worship in person and livestreamed 

Dec. 10 7:00 pm  Taizé service 

Dec. 14 9:00 am  
10:00 am  

Coffee Hour 
Worship in person and livestreamed 

Dec. 21 9:00 am  
10:00 am  

Coffee Hour 
Worship in person and livestreamed 

Dec. 24 11:00 pm  Christmas Eve Worship in person & livestreamed 

Dec. 25 10:00 am  Christmas Day Worship in person & livestreamed 

Dec. 28 9:00 am  
10:00 am  

Coffee Hour 
Worship in person and livestreamed 

United in Faith Lutheran Church 
6525 West Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL 60634 

DECEMBER  

2025 

http://www.unitedinfaith.org
https://twitter.com/UIFLC
https://www.facebook.com/UIFLC/
https://www.instagram.com/uiflc/

