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Introduction
The core meaning of Thanksgiving for many of us—a home feast for extended family and
friends—is not reflected in the readings; but it is reflected weekly in the church’s meal of
thanksgiving (eucharist). What we wish for both these thanksgiving meals is that they will go
deeper than celebration of one another and our own blessings, to recognize in our true Host one
who wants everyone brought to the table.
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast
love endures forever. C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have ignored voices
that call for your justice. We have neglected actions that witness to your righteousness.
We have spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your beloved community. We truly repent
of things we have done and left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may live in newness, follow the way of the Spirit,
and build up the body of Christ. Amen.
P: Rejoice and be glad! God hears the prayers of all who cry out and restores us to life through
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
1

OPENING SONG: ELW 836 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. C: Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new
every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks
for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to
possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the
ground, which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall
put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his
name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare
to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give
us.” When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of
the Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lord your God: “A wandering
Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number,
and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us
harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our
ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.
The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying
display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this
land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that
you, O Lord, have given me.” You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down
before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among
you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your
house.
A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 100 (read responsively)
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands!
Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.
Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom we belong; we are God’s people and the
sheep of God’s pasture.
Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; give thanks and
bless God’s holy name.
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Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures
from age to age.
Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-9
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (spoken)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Gospel: Matthew 6:25-33
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the sixth chapter, C: Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] 25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you
will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body
more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And
can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes
the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not
much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we
eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all
these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive
first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as
well.” P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Carla Thompson Powell

SONG OF THE DAY: ELW 693 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
3

through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. We give thanks
for the church in every land. Sustain the faithful with your living word. Inspire radical
hospitality toward all who are searching and call us into a more generous way of living. Lord, in
your mercy, C: receive our prayer.
A: We give thanks for the earth. Bring forth plentiful harvests and renew our commitment to
share abundantly. Preserve the lands and waters that bring nourishment. Lord, in your mercy,
C: receive our prayer.
A: We give thanks for leaders in our communities. Kindle a passion for justice and peace in
every national and local elected official. Curb selfish impulses and guide us toward
collaborative solutions. Lord, in your mercy, C: receive our prayer.
A: We give thanks for all who provide for others. Sustain caregivers, social workers, and
volunteers in their efforts to provide home and food for those in need. Provide homes, food,
employment, and medical care to all who are struggling. Lord, in your mercy,
C: receive our prayer.
A: We give thanks for this congregation and those who plan worship. Guide deacons, pastors,
musicians, and lay leaders in their creation of meaningful experiences. Instill in us a sense of
joy and wonder when we come to worship you. Lord, in your mercy, C: receive our prayer.
A: We give thanks for the faithful who now rest in you. Teach us by their example and bring us
with them into your loving embrace. Lord, in your mercy, C: receive our prayer.
A: For whom else do we pray…
A: Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. C: Amen.
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EUCHARISTIC (THANKSGIVING) DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all
things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (spoken)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.
ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOD’S TABLE OF GRACE.
(Please discard your plastic communion cup into the basket or empty tray.)

COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: God of the abundant table, C: you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for
the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
P: The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who makes us alive in Jesus,
and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, ☩ bless you now and forever. C: Amen.
CLOSING SONG: ELW 822 Oh, Sing To The Lord (try verses 1 & 5 in spanish)
DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.
C: Thanks be to God.
PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
POSTLUDE
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