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NEWSLETTER

A Word from Pastor Sharei

Dear friends,

Time has a way of moving both slowly and all at once. We have journeyed
through the wildemneass of Lent, walked to the cross in Holy Week, and now find
ourselves in the Easter season, making our way toward Pentecost.

Along the way, we have not been alone. This community has shown up with
care, intention, and generosity, and | want to take a moment to say thank you.
Thank you to those who showed up in person and online, and to those who
planned, coordinated, and carried things through, especially in the last minute
moments, to make my installation such a meaningful and joy-filled time. It meant
so much to share this community with my sending congregation, friends, and
colleagues from across the synod. | wanted them to see what | see in you.

That day was not just a celebration. It was a beginning. My hope is that we

confinue fo invest in the relationships that were strengthened and started in that
moment.

We are resurrection people. My pravyer is that we camry the hope of Christ
crucified and raised from the dead in our hearts and that we are inspired fo live
and lead from that promise of life.

With gratitude and hope.
Pastor Sharei



Lutheran
Social
Services of
Ilinois, Good
Shepherd
Sunday
Continues!!

UIF once again began participating in LSSI's annual fund-raising campaign. Our
UIF Council voted that for every dollar from UIF members, the donation will be
doubled from the church treasury up to the sum of $5,000.

Special envelopes will be available for your donations which you can place in the
offering plate. You will be able to give cash with your name on the envolope or by
check made out to UIF. The counting team will make sure all donations will be
listed on giving statements. As we did previously, Good Shepherd Sunday was the
kick-off to our matching fund raising for LSSI. The fund raising campaign will
continue through Pentecost, Sunday, May 24, 2026. Totals for donations will be
made available after that.

May Book Club

Join us for a discussion of The Tears of Things:
Prophetic Wisdom for an Age of Outrage by Richard
Rohr on Saturday, May 16th at 10:00

AN AGE OF QUTRAGE

How do we live compassionately in a time of
violence and despaire What can we do with our
private disappointments and the anger we feel over
RICHARD an unjust world2 In his most personal book yet,
ROHR 4 Richard Rohr tumns to the writings of the Jewish
== > prophets, showing how some of the lesser read
books of the Bible offer us a path forward today.

--Goodreads



United in Faith Lutheran Church
Treasurer’s Report - March, 2026

Three Months
Ended
03/3126
J 1 e
Income (excluding investment activity) S 762998
Expenditures 86,877
Income over (under) expenditures S 676,121
Investment Income and changes in market value

Increase (Decrease) in Unrestricted net assets $ 676,187
Investment Income and changes in market value S (302)

Scholarships paid out 0
Increase (Decrease) in Educational net assets $ 675885

Thrivent Investment income and changes in market value S (52691

Increase (Decrease) in Total net assets S.623.198

Comments:

2026 income from church operations excluding Special Gifts is lower than spending by $11,446
in December and is lower by $61,577 Y'TD,

Income includes $737,699 in Special Estate gifts from:
Harriet Kurz - $729,220 in January 2026
Harriet Kurz - § 8,479 in February 2026

Investments retumed a loss of (S85,725) for March & a loss of ($52,625) Y'TD.
Educational Investments returned a loss of ($13,132) for March & a loss of ($302) Y'TD.

Total expense for March is favorable 1o budget by $11,973 and is favorable to budget by $19,682
Y'TD due to the Salaries Y'TD costs being higher than budget by $3,224; the Ministry Y'TD costs
being $433 lower than budget; the Administrative YTD costs being $4,671 lower than budget; the
Y'ID Building costs being lower than budget by $9,089 & the Ministry Directors” YTD costs being
lower than budget by $8,714.



,) UIF Girl Scouts News

Well the end of the Girl Scout year is upon us. We ended the year with maore girls
than we started with and that's great! We will have room in our Daisy and Brownie
troops as well as the Junior troop. We have several Juniors moving up to Cadettes
and a couple of Cadettes up fo Senior Scouts. But we sfill have room for more girls!
So if you know of anyone in the neighborhood looking for a Girl Scout froop, send
them our way please! (we may also ask Anetfte to send us some...| think it worked
for this year!)

We will be joining in an Earth Day cleanup af Sayre Park with other frocps from the
neighborhood. And we have several Cadettes and a Senior who will be going
camping as part of an older girl campout in June. We planted some seeds
(tomato, pepper, basil, and thyme) for the food pantry. They seem to be coming
along prefty well-you can see them in the Resource Room by the windows.

We hope we get all of our Girl Scouts back for next year and maybe pick up some
new cnes too. Have a refreshing and fun summer!

Janeen, Sharon, Catherine, Michelle, Colleen and Down

HELP WANTED We are in need of greeters/ ushers and readers and
v communion assitants. If you are feeling called to
i r lead in during worship, There is a sign up sheet on the
table in the fellowship hall. If you are interested but

feel uncertfian, please talk to Pastor Sharei.

Worship Leaders Needed

St. Cyprian’s Non-food
Monthly Donations: May 2026

The Justice Ministry encourages UIF members fo
donate a highlighted item each month. The food
pantry only has funding for food items and clients still
need to stretch their dollars to cover both food and
all those daily necessities. This month we are asking
for socks. Any size wil do! A donafion box is
available as you come in the back door, just at the
end of the ramp.

Thank you fo all who confributed spices during
March!



Birthdays and Anniversaries

1 Diane Doyle
3 Peg Sullivan

Dave & Grefchen Quillin anniversary
4 Harold & Dian Hoyem anniversary

11 Rich & Gayle Guzik anniversary
17 George Schuliz
George & Pam Schuliz anniversary
19 Stanley Kuswik
20 Barbara Piggott
30 Marty & Janeen Devine anniversary



United in Faith Lutheran Church

May 2026

Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday Saturday

CHURCH

TOBE GOD'S HANDS, FEET
AND VOICE IN THE WORLD.

26 27 28 29 30 1 2
9.00am Food 6.30pm AA 9 30am Al-Anon
Pantry 4.00pm Survivors
of Incest-
hiips Hslawso org
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10.000m Worship in person | 900em Food | 600pm Girt 9 000m Food 6.30pm AA 9:30am Al-Anon
and kvestroamed Pantry Scouts Pantry 4.00pm Survivors
11:00am Coffee Hour of Incest-
hitps #sawso org
10 " 12 13 14 15 16
10.00am Worship in person | 900am Food 12.00pm 9.00am Food 6.30pm AA 9:30am Al-Anon
and kvestreamed Pantry Ladies Pantry 10.008m Book
11:00am Coffee Hour Discussion Club
oy 4:00pm Survivors
600pm Gint of Incest-
Scouts Nitps sawso
17 18 19 21 22 23
10.008m Worship in person | 900am Food 6 00pm Gint 1.00pm Event 9.00am Food 6.20pm AA 9:30am Al-Anon
and kvestreamed Pantry Scouts 277 Pontry 7.00pm Girl 4.00pm Sunvivors
11:000m Coffee Hour 7.00pm Church Scout of Incest-
Council Service Unite |  hitps. isiawso org
Meetng 286
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
10.00am Worship in person | 9 00sm Food 12:.00pm 9 00am Food Girl Scout 9.30am Al-Anon
and kvestreamed Pantry Ladies Pantry Event 27277 | 4 00pm Survivors
11,00am Coffee Hour Discussion 6:20pm AA of Incest-
CMOMM hitps Hisawso org
Scouts
3 1 2 3 4 5 6
10.00am Worship in person | 9 00am Food 9 00am Food 6 30pm AA 9 30am Al-Anon
and kvestreamed Pantry Pantry 4:00pm Survivors
11:00am Coffee Hour of Incest-
hitps /isawso org
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