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A Word from Pastor Sharei

Dear friends,

The passage of time continues to surprise me. It is hard to believe we are
approeaching six months fogether in ministry. In many ways, it sfill feels new, and yet |
also feel the deep gift of beginning to know you more fully, your stories, your care for
one another, and the spint of this community.

Just recently, we celebrated Pentecost, that moment when the Spirt moved in
unexpected and powerful ways and invited the church into something new.
Pentecost reminds us thaf the church is always becoming, always being called to
dream, imagine, and vision cast together about who God is calling us to be next.

And now, as we enter this season after Pentecost, we amive at Pride Month, a time fo
celebrate the dignity, belovedness, and full humanity of LGBTQIA+ people, while also
recognizing the ongoing work of justice, safety, and belonging that still lies before us.

This month, we will center the theme of “Belonging.” What does it mean fo come as
you are? What does it mean to create a community where people are not merely
welcomed, but genuinely seen, valued, and loved? In a world that so often demands
performance, perfection, or sameness, the gospel offers something different. Jesus
consistently made room at the table for people to show up fully as themselves.

My prayer is that United in Faith continues to grow info that kind of community. A
place where people can breathe deeply, ask honest questions, bring their whole
selves, and encounter the expansive love of God through one another.

| am grateful for these first months together, and | lock forward to continuing the
journey alongside you.

With grace and hope,
Pastor Sharei



June Book Club

The book Club will meet next on Saturday, July 18 at 10:00 am.
The decided upon book is Mother God, by Teresa Kim Pecinovsky.
It is a children's book. Something light for the summer.

“"With lyrical, rhyming fext and exquisite illustrations, Mother God
intfroduces readers to a dozen images of God inspired by feminine
descriptions from Scripture.” - Beaming Books

FAITHFUL LISTENING
BOLD PROCLAMATION

interactive workshops for preachers and proclaimers
lay and rostered leaders
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WORKSHOP THEMES FACILITATOR SHAREI GREEN
Week 1: Community (2hrs) Sharei (she/her) is @ Womanist theologian
« How we relate to community. ordained minister of the ELCA. Sitting at the
« Self-care as Community Practice. intersection of fat, Black, femme and queer, Sharel
« Meaningful conversations. has committed herself to creating spaces of
community healing and sabbath, especially for
Week 2: Gospel (1.5 hrs) Black women/ femmes and all their intersections.
* The Gospel as narratives of She is the co-author of God's Holy Darkness, a
oppressed communities. children’s book that deconstructs anti-Blackness
* Lamentation. in Christian theology by celebrating instances in
« Communal proclamation. the story of God’s people when darkness,

blackness, and night are beautiful, good, and holy.
Week 3: Kin-Dom (2 hrs)

« What is Kin-Dom? REGISTER HERE
« Prophets and proclamation. ATTEND ANY OR ALL SESSIONS
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’,’ UIF Girl Scouts News

Our Girl Scout froops have ended for the year, but the leaders are already talking
about next yearl

The older girls spent the last couple of meetings repainting and sprucing up the
Little Free Library in front of the building. | encourage you to take a look! We just

need a couple of finishing fouches fo be done.

As always many many thanks to UIF for hosting us.

We will have room for girls in all froop levels next yvear (especially K-5 grades) so

please spread the word!

Janeen, Sharon, Catherine, Michelle, Colleen and Dawn

A

HELPWANTED ¢

Worship Leaders Needed

We are in need of greeters/ ushers and readers and
communion assitants. If you are feeling called to
lead in during worship, There is a sign up sheet on the
table in the fellowship hall. If you are interested but
feel uncertian, please talk to Pastor Sharei.

St. Cyprian’s Non-food
Monthly Donations: June 2026

The Justice Ministry encourages UIF members to
donate a highlighted item each month. The food
pantry anly has funding for foed items and clients still
need to stretch their dollars to cover both food and
all those daily necessities. This month we are asking
for hygene products. A donafion box is available as
you come in the back door, just at the end of the
ramp.

Thank you to all who conftributed during March!




Voting as Faith Practice

Recenf changes in federal voting rights law are beginning to show up in very real ways here in lllinois.
On April 29, the U.S. Supreme Court's decision in Louisiana v. Callais narowed how Section 2 of the
Voting Rights Actis enforced, raising the threshold for proving racial discrimination in vofing systems. In
practical terms, it makes it harder to successfully challenge district maps that may weaken the voting
strength of communities of color.

While the case did not originate in lllinais, its impact is already being felt here. A legal challenge has
been filed against llinois’ state-level voting rights protections—the lllincis Voting Rights Act—marking
one of the first attempts to test state voting rights laws in this new legal environment. At the same time,
lllinois continues fo expand access through early voling, vote-by-mail, and voter registration efforts,
even as debates grow sharper over redistricting and representation.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America speaks clearly info this moment. The church teaches that
civic engagement is part of Christian discipleship: “This church teaches that civic engagement is o
vital aspect of discipleship for baptized Christians... We do so to act against destructive
conseguences but also for fair and compassionate governance.”

The ELCA also calls on governments to protect voting access for all people and to remaove barriers
that result in racial or ethnic discrimination in voting.

At United in Faith Lutheran Church, we often say we are called to be God’s hands, feet, and voice in
the world. In @ moment like this, that raises simple but important questions: What is ours fo do right
now? Who are we called fo stand alongside?

Faithful response may lock like staying informed about what is unfelding in lllinois, supporting neighbors
in understanding and exercising their voting rights, and building relationships with local partners
already doing this work [community groups, advocacy organizations, and fellow congregafions
committed to fair and accessible elections.)

In a time when civic systems feel unsettled, our calling remains steady: to seek the common good, to
love our neighbaors, and to participate in the life of our communities with courage and care.

Sources

1. ELCA, Government and Civic Engagement Social Message: hitps://cdn.elca.org/cdniwp-
content/uploads/Government and Civic Engagement Social Message.pdf

2. ELCA, Voting Rights to All Cifizens Statement: hittps://cdn.elca.org/cdn/wip-
content/uploads/Voting_Rights To All Citizens SPR13.pdf

3. Washington Post reparting on Louisiana v. Callais (April 29 Supreme Court decision):

https:/fwww. washingionpost. com/polifics /2026/04/2% (supreme-court-voling-rights-act-louisiana-voting-maps/

Democracy Docket, reparting on llinais voting rights law challenge: htfps/fwww democracydocket com/news-alerds/riaht-
wing-group-sueslincis-in-isi-posi-callai-afiack-on-o-siaie-volingJightis-ocl/

4. Democracy Docket, reporing on linois voting rights law challenge: https:/fwww.democracydocket. com/news-
alets/ight-wing-group-sues-llincis-in-firsi-post-callgis-atfack-on-a-sigte-voling-ighis-act/
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MANY THANKS...

I would like to send a special Thank You to the UIF congregation for praying for my speedy
recovery during my recent surgery and rehab afterwards. It was appreciated very much.

Pete Herberg.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

June &

June 14

June 17

June 28

Brenda Chobot
Ann Lozich
Lylas Wollenzein

Jane Schira
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Continue to check the website at
www.unitedinfaith.org for updates

JUNE 7
Pentecost 2

10:00 AM In-Person Service &
live-stream
11:00 AM Coffee Hour

Pentecost 3

10:00 AM In-Person Service &
live-stream
11:00 AM Coffee Hour

JUNE 21
Pentecost 4

10:00 AM In-Person Service &
live-stream
11:00 AM Coffee Hour

JUNE 28
Pentacost 5

10:00 AM In-Person Service &
live-stream
11:00 AM Coffee Hour
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