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Worship Plan for Sunday, December 4, 2022  

From Generation to Generation: God Meets Us In Our Fear 

Second Sunday of Advent 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Nine 

 

United in Faith Lutheran Church, Chicago 

Rev. Carla Thompson Powell, pastor 

 

Musician: 

Assisting Minister: Pam Marino 

 

“Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | Music by Rev. Anna Strickland | A Sanctified Art LLC | 

sanctifiedart.org.”  

  

 
 

INTRODUCTION: When the angel Gabriel comes to Mary, she is perplexed and confused—

and no doubt, afraid. And yet, the angel’s news is: “Do not be afraid.” Do not be afraid. We 

hear this refrain all throughout the Christmas story and remember it is the most common phrase 

in all the bible. From generation to generation, God shows up in the midst of our fear and 

uncertainty and confusion. From generation to generation, faithful people have said “yes” 

despite apprehension. From generation to generation, our ancestors in faith have accepted the 

invitation. The prophecy in Isaiah paints a vision of what we work toward when we say “yes”: 

righteousness and equity reign, the wolf lives with the lamb, no harm or hurt shall destroy the 

earth, a child shall lead the way. 
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PRELUDE 

 

CANDLELIGHTING LITURGY - FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION (READ) 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

P: Fear can be a good thing. It can help us be attentive while driving down the highway. It can 

alert us to possible accidents. It can motivate us to do our best. However, fear can also be 

harmful. For so many of us, fear of the other, fear of failure, or fear of the unknown has led us 

to make sinful choices in our lives—choices such as building walls or tearing others down. 

Today, in confession, we ask for mercy and pray for guidance. As we confess, we come before 

an entirely merciful and loving God who says to us, “Do not be afraid.” Let us pray:  

C: Patient God, you know just how often we make decisions from a place of fear rather 

than love. You know just how often we allow fear to take the place of logic, fanning 

unhealthy fires in our lives. You know just how often we tuck your words, “Do not be 

afraid” on dusty shelves and in the back of closets, stubbornly holding onto our own point 

of view. Forgive us for giving fear the microphone. Silence the voices of scarcity, shame, 

and rejection, which spark and feed so much of our fear, to recenter us in love. With hope 

we pray, amen.  

P: Family of faith, even when we forget God’s words, God does not forget us. Even when we 

lose our way, God does not lose us. Even when we fall short or make mistakes, God forgives 

and holds onto us. We are known, forgiven, and loved. Thanks be to God! C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG – “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” (ELW 265) 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE (ELW p. 193) & GLORY TO GOD (ELW p. 195) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Holy God, whether it’s through angels or music, friendships or sermons, study or nature— 

when you speak, we long to hear it. In a world as chaotic and broken as ours, we could use your 

words of hope and healing. With gratitude we pray, C: Amen. 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide 

by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity 

for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath 
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of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion 

and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child 

shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as 

a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.   

A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (read responsively) 
1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon 

shall be no more. 
18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds! 
19And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your glory. 

Amen.  C: Amen. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 

Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For 

I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 

order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles 

might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 198) 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38 

P: The holy gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to 

a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name 

was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But 

she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The 

angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you 

will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, 

and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 

ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 

be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to 

her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 

who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here 

am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel 

departed from her.  P: The gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – “Here I Am” 
Tune: PICARDY (“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” TUNE ELW 490)  

© Anna Strickland, 2022. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC. Free for congregational use. 

 
1. Angel Gabriel came to Mary  

In the hills of Galilee  

Apprehension and confusion  

Filled her, wondering what’s to be  

“Do not be afraid,” the angel told the maid  

“God has highly favored thee”  

 

2. Though his words were filled with glory  

Still the message brought great fear  

“Who am I to bear the savior  

With the pathway so unclear?”  

“Here I am,” she pledged; the angel Gabriel fled  

Quickly as he had appeared  

 

3. Week by week in Mary’s belly  

God was growing flesh and bone  

As her life and path were changing  

Never was she left alone  

With her all the while was Mary’s holy child  

Pledge of “Here I am” of God’s own  

 

4. Whether we may feel we’re ready  

For the task before us laid  

God will strengthen and uphold us  

Even when the fear won’t fade  

We say “Here I am,” to God’s transcendent plan  

Trusting God to lend us aid 

CREED 

C: We believe in a God who knows our fears. We believe in a God who says, “Be not 

afraid.” We believe in a God who kicks off her shoes and wades into the muck of our lives 

with us. We believe in a God who stitches herself to our heels, and invites us to dance. We 
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believe in a God who hemmed stars into the night sky so that we can find our way home, 

and who sends us friends with open doors, so we can find our way to love. We believe in a 

God who finds us in our fear and does not leave us alone. Thanks be to God for a love like 

that. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 

new hope.   God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and 

theologians. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in 

your mercy, C: receive our prayer. 

A: You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no more. 

Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and 

wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, C: receive our prayer. 

A: You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern 

with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to 

protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited 

or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help 

to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture ministries 

of hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We pray for people who are homebound, 

hospitalized, or separated from loved ones. God, in your mercy, C: receive our prayer. 

A: You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their 

faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of your eternal 

presence. God, in your mercy, C: receive our prayer. 

A: For whom else do we pray… 

A: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 

them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. C: Amen. 

 

MEAL 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. C: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your 

creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those 

in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE - SUNG 

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
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P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE   

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You 

comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all 

things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 200) 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 200) 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

 P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take 

flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the 

Most High, one God, now and forever. C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
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your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

LAMB OF GOD (ELW p. 201) 

COMMUNION 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOD’S TABLE OF GRACE.  
(Please discard your plastic communion cup into the basket or empty tray.) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 202) 

P: Let us pray. C: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 

when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds 

and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

P: As you leave this place, may you go knowing that from generation to generation, we have 

been claimed and loved. From generation to generation, God has been by our side. From 

generation to generation, we are not alone. The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow 

knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, saying, “Go be the person you are called to 

be, love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.”  C: May it be so. Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG – “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (ELW 242) 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.   C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PEACE  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  C: And also with you. 

 

POSTLUDE 


