United in Faith News

MARCH 2010

The Vision of United in Faith is to be
a community of united disciples offering gifts to the world
that can be found no place else.

At ( 1
United in Faith, L

ent Midweek Worship:

we value:
Weekly Basic Christian
Worship leing
Every person Wednesday, March 3, 2010 Apostle’s Creed
who walks Wednesday, March 10, 2010 Lord’s Prayer
through our
doors Wednesday, March 17, 2010 Holy Baptism
The G | Wednesday, March 24, 2010
€ ospe The Sacrament of the Altar
of Jesus
Midday services begin at 11:30 a.m. and conclude with
soup lunch afterward.
Prayer Evening services begin at 7:00 p.m., preceded by soup
supper at 6:00 p.m.
Faith Holy Week Worship:

Development

March 28, 2010 Palm Sunday
the Hungry April 1, 2010 Maundy Thursday
A Love Feast with meal
Working for at 11:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Justice April 2, 2010 Good Friday
Stations of the Cross 7:00 p.m.
Engaging all _ _
people in the life April 4, 2010 Easter Celebration

of the Church 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.




From the desk of . . .

: 25  Pastor Greg

Grace and peace,
So how is Lent going?

It may seem hard to believe but we are well into Lent. Remember all those good intentions to
begin again? Remember all those promises, this year | am going to be really spiritual! | know that
everyday tasks and demands can detract from trying to stay focused and be spirituall Some
days itis just hard to connect cleaning up around the house with being a faithful follower of Jesus.
Some days shoveling the snow and putting down ice melt is just plain work. Getting up and going
to work some days is just plain work and seems to have little to do with being a faithful follower of
Jesus. How many times do we have to clean up after the kids to be formally called a saint?

“It may help to remember, and remind, that the very word “Lent” comes from an Old
English word for spring, and the purpose of repentance is the renewal of our lives through
the renewing of our baptismal identity — individually, but also as a community. “Feeling
sad” is neither here nor there, but repentance, turning around and starting anew, gives the
longer days and the greening grass a deeper meaning....”

(Sundays and Seasons 2010, pg. 102)

We cannot be followers of Jesus apart from the everyday tasks and responsibilities that we all
face. We follow Jesus despite the challenges that would call us away. So friends we do not get
to follow Jesus apart from the reality of our joys and struggles. We may wish it but rarely do we
get to leave everything behind and begin again. Following Jesus happens in this life. This life that
is messy and some times very painful. We begin again everyday, because the challenges come
everyday.

Lent means spring. Spring is a chance to watch new life grow. Lentis a chance to seek new life
in our everyday lives. Spring is a chance to clean up around the house. Lentis a change to
clean up around our lives. Lentis a chance to connect everyday life with everyday faith. So
friends please do not give up on Lent and say next year.

Would you give up on spring and say next year?

In Christ,

Pr. Gregory C. Moser




Your New Council Officers

At the congregational council’s organizational meeting following the annual congregational
meeting on February 28, 2010, the following officers were elected:

President — Richard Guzik

Vice President - Bob Doyle

Treasurer — Ray Good

Secretary - Dawn Constantino
Elaine Potzus was also elected Financial Secretary.
The rest of the Congregational Council is as follows:
Gary Caligreen
Carol Arnswald

Annette Cameron (Representative of Ministry Directors to Council)

Bob Wilk

Please keep those serving our Lord in your prayers.

Dawn Constantino
Congregational Council Secretary




What is the Ad-Hoc Choir???

According to Wikipedia, “Ad-hoc is a Latin phrase which means "for this purpose”. It generally
signifies a solution designed for a specific problem or task, non-generalizable, and which cannot be
adapted to other purposes.” So, our Ad-Hoc Choir is a choir that was created for a very specific
purpose - to sing at our single worship service on January 31, 2010.

In an effort to enrich our worship service, Lois Cornils asked all who were interested in singing at the
combined service in January, to get together for a single practice between services early in the
month. Those who volunteered were members from the Celebration Choir, former choir members
and members new to UiF choirs. With such numbers and blend of voices, the choir was an absolute
hit. Justimagine what they might sound like if they practiced their song more than twice.

Contrary to the definition of ad-hoc, the choir can be adapted for other purposes than just to sing
on January 31, 2010. It might be adapted to sing at each of our 5t Sunday of the month services
this year — May 30, August 29 and October 31 — with a little encouragement from you.

The steps are simply. First say “THANK YOU” to Lois Cornils for leading the Ad-Hoc Choir. Tell her
that you enjoyed the song and would appreciate hearing the choir at each of the 5t Sunday of
the month services. Next, say “THANK YOU” to each of the choir members who participated and
ask them to continue as our new 5t Sunday of the Month Choir or as it has already been named,
the Ad-Hoc Choir. Those who participated in the choir were: Marty Devine; Richard Guzik; Ray
Good; Lys Shradeja; Fran Johnston; Jane Schira; Elisabeth Wittman; Jackie Good; Gayle Guzik;
Barbara Piggott; Mary Haas; Janeen Devine; Lois Gosstrom; Louise Swanson; and Peggy Devine.

You never know. Saying Thank You has a way of reaping some very pleasant benefits.

Stewardship Ministry

WELCA NEWS

All women are invited to the next WELCA meeting on Saturday, March 13, 2010 at
12:00 p.m.

Our own Ruth Werstler will tell us of her work with the Bethesda Retirement Home. She
will also tell us of her current service project of making sleeping mats for the homeless
people by using plastic bags.

Please join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship. Bring a bag lunch. Coffee and
dessert is provided.
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Wid-vseek 2010 l-enten
Service Schedule

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 Apostle’s Creed

The creed helps up know more about the God we serve, reminding us of
the nature and work of God, the sending of Jesus to redeem us, and the
ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in life of the church and the believer.

Wednesday, March 10, 2010 Lord’s Prayer

This service provides an opportunity to address prayer in general: why
we pray and how it makes a difference in the life of a believer.

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 Holy Baptism

We use water every day. How might routine uses of water remind us of
God’s love toward us? In a world where we are led to believe that
everything depends upon our own actions, this is a chance to affirm that
in baptism, the action is God’s. The event is significant not because we
come to the font, but because God callls us to faith and now, in the
water connected to God’s promise, make us forgiven children of God.

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 The Sacrament of the Altar

This week we are reminded of the benefits of the meal and the nature of
this sacrament. In many congregations this service comes as children or
youth are preparing to receive holy communion for the first time,
perhaps at the Maundy Thursday liturgy. This service provides a chance
to encourage all who gather in worship to remember the benefits of holy
communion in their lives. In this sense it can serve as a reminder to
prepare oneself for this sacrament.

To My Church Family,

Thank you very much for all of your prayers
and cards for my surgery.

My recovery is going well and | hope to see
you all soon.

Thank You,

Ute Sesterhenn




Buesdday Night Bible SEudy

The Tuesday Night Bible Study meets at 7:30 pm in the lounge area of the church. It
was originally started by Pastor Sue at the end of her time at UIF as a Lutheranism class.
After that was over the people expressed an interest to keep the group going by
studying different books of the Bible. Itislead by Dave Quillin and it's purpose is to pro-
vide a forum to study the Bible and give people a place where they can feel free to
say they don't understand something or struggle with what the Bible says. Anyone and
everyone is welcome no matter how much or how little you know about the Bible.

God's Gold€ish

God's Goldfish is the Senior High youth group that meets on Sunday after second ser-
vice and is lead by Dave Quillin, Gary and Dawn Constantino. Currently we are meet-
ing to discuss issues of faith and see what the Bible has to say about that. Our goal is
to help the youth of UIF grow closer in their relationship with God, provide a safe place
for them to be and express any and all concerns they may have about faith, life,
school, etc.

Frow» Ghe ieenewdl Gecwnr . . .

Table Topics for Talking Faith

How comfortable and passionate are you talking about your faith? Not very? We
thought so. If we are to be passionate about our spirituality, talking about our faith
needs to be a more natural ability. How does this happen? Just as in the old joke, one
answer is ‘practice, practice, practice’ and we are here to help. Each Sunday you will
find a ‘Table Topic for Talking Faith’ at your table in Fellowship Hall as you gather for
coffee. Spend a few minutes going around the table allowing each person to talk
about the topic of the day. Take the time to hear about the faith of others and get to
know them at a whole new level. Grow in your relationship to each other and to God.




Voin 2 a2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 b 2 2 28 2 2 Ja V!

Girl Scouting In and Around
United in Faith

GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY AND PANCAKE BREAKFAST, MARCH 7 TH.
COME AND JOIN US WE WILL BE SERVING FROM 8AM UNTIL 11:00AM.
Tickets are $5.00 for adults and $3 for children 3-11.

Cookies--Cookies--Cookies. We will have the end of them on Girl Scout
Sunday. This gives everyone a chance to get a box to put in the
freezer.....Thanks for all you do for our girls.
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% Our girls and adults will be helping at the 8:30 service. We hope to have
& many girls attend again this year.

4, Our Magic Show on Jan 22nd was attended by 87 children and about
4 30 adults. Paul Lee the magician keep the children and adults amazed.
& Great evening.

&
4, We are busy getting ready for Girl Scout Sunday. Working on our Badge
4, work.

2 We had 71 of our Scouts attend the bowling party on Feb. 21st. There

4, Were over 100 girls in attendance. The girls have so much fun.

Y seems as though we have an outside event every month for the girls to

CEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEKGEEE6G4GS

2 enjoy. | believe we are going skating in May.
2 See you on the 7th..... All the Girl Scouts & Adults
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| would like to say “Thank You” for all
the phone calls, cards during my
recent knee surgery.

Thank You,

Harriett Kurz




For approximately eight years United in Faith has received supplemental funds from Thrivent Fi-
nancial for Lutherans. Thrivent is the Lutheran fraternal organization that consolidated the past
fraternal programs, i.e. Aid Association for Lutherans and Lutheran Brotherhood, to further the
blending of the past major Lutheran church bodies. This program gave us dollars for: UIF teen
programs, supplement needed dollars for the church, and added dollars for our outreach minis-
tries, i.e. the St. Cyprian’s Food Pantry and the Night Ministry.

We received these additional monies based on a formula of how many members there were in
our congregation, whether they held Thrivent products or not. All Lutheran congregations were
eligible to receive these funds. As a “fraternal” organization the law mandates that Thrivent must
give back a portion of earnings to its members. Time has allowed Thrivent to review how their
programs have worked, and are now ready to begin new ways that they can serve Lutherans.
The new criterion for available funds, which is in keeping with the “fraternal” definition, is: how
many Thrivent members there are within the congregation.

As a financial program, Thrivent offers a variety of insurance and investment products. We
learned that a number of people had such products when they were members of another
church, i.e. at birth parents, who belonged to a different congregation, opened an insurance
policy for their newborn. These people are identified with the other congregation which will af-
fect any amounts now available to United in Faith.

We ask that if you hold a Thrivent product you call the Thrivent office to check and verify if you,
and other members of your family, are listed. If not, please make the change. Only YOU can
make that change.

Our Congregational Advocates are: Annette Cameron, Gayle Guzik and Shirley Canchola. We
are still in the learning stages of the changes being made, but we do ask that you verify your
membership by calling the Thrivent Fraternal Service number in Appleton: 1.800.236.3736. Ask for
“Membership Verification”.

Thank you for your help!

Shirley Canchola
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@ March 7 ~ Marilyn Korbus @

@ March 14 ~ Jackie Good @
March 21 ~ Pat Mittelstaedt

@ March 28 ~ Doris Hemple @
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Scripture lessons
for the month of
March 2010

March 7, 2010 (Girl Scout Sunday)

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9

Psalm 63:1-8

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Gospel:  Luke 13:1-9

~ March 14, 2010

First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12

Psalm 32

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Gospel:  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

1 March 21, 2010

First Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21

Psalm 126

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14
Gospel: John 12:1-8

| March 28,2010  (Palm Sunday)

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11
Gospel:  Luke 22:14-23:56 or Luke 23:1-49
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Assisting Minister/Communion Assistants/Usher List
Starting As of March 7, 2010

Traditional Traditional Traditional Contempoary | Contempoary | Contempoary
8:30 8:30 8:30 10:30 10:30 10:30
Asst. Min. Communion Ushers Asst. Min. Communion Ushers
Assistants Assistants
) . . Gretchen
March Girl Dana Girl Mary Michael Quillin
7 Scout Callgreen Scout Haas Ford Bonnie
Annette Laurel Maginnis
Cameron Kenneally
March Pat Lys Annette & Pam Mary Haas Diane &
14 Mittelstaedt Shradeja Les Cameron Marino Carole Egner Robby Denz
March Dian Louise Annette & Michael Bonnie Ute Sesterhenn
21 Hoyem Swanson Les Cameron Ford Maginnis Vera Simonis
Marilyn
Ricker
March Janeene Gayle Marion Marilyn Fran Johnston Marion Senf
28 Devine Guzik Hansen Ricker Stephanie Howard
Joe Childress Chobot Senf
April Bob Toni Marion George Pam Marino Gretchen
4 Wilk Richter Hansen Schultz Jennifer Quillin
Joe Childress Keller Bonnie
Maginnis
. . Diane
April Dawn Diane Annette & Laurel Mary Haas Denz
11 Kuswik Doyle Les Cameron Kenneally Carole Egner Robby
Denz
April Louise Terrie Annette & Jennifer Bonnie Ute Sesterhenn
18 Swanson Wilk-Miller Les Cameron Keller Maginnis Vera Simonis
Marilyn
Ricker
April Denise Elisabeth Marion Zolita Fran Johnston Marion Senf
25 Boyer Wittman Hansen Thomas Stephanie Howard
Joe Childress Chobot Norain




Senior Club Happenings
Our next meeting will be on March 17th with a lunch to celebrate Mildred Ondraka's 90th
birthday. This will be provided by her daughter. So let's all be there for her celebration.

We will attend the Lenten service before lunch and after lunch we will play a couple of games
to make a day of it.

Desserts for the month of April will be brought by Annette and Muriel .

We wish Mildred Ondraka and Les Cameron a happy Birthday. Mildred on March 1st and Les
on March 21. We pray that you both have a great day.

Get well wishes to Doris Jacobson, Barbara Hubka, and anyone else that is under the weather.
We were saddened by the loss of Glyness Stecher. Our sympathy goes out to her family.

Remember our next meeting we will celebrate Mildred's birthday with lunch. Mark your
calendar the 17th.

Love, Annette
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From the The Purpose & Guiding Principles Team

Congregational Workshop - Saturday, March 20, 2010
West building 9:00 am to 3:30 pm

Bring your Bible
RSVP by March 14 to the church office or clipboard

Join us for a day of prayer, Bible study and dialog as we begin to discover together:

- God'’s purpose for our church
Not our purpose! This is related to God’s purpose in the world and includes the world as a
focus. We are an instrument for God’s work.

- Guiding Principles for our ministries
We define our identity through values that God desires for us. The values are expressed as
missional statements or guiding principles to which we will be held accountable. They re-
late directly to biblical values of Jesus and God'’s vision for the church and are only
meaningful in the context of God’s purpose.

Small groups will be formed to encourage the participation of everyone. Your attendance and in-
put is very important.

If you are able, prepare for this work by reading the Book of Acts. As you make your way through
your reading, ask yourself the following questions:

- What did God do?
- What did the people of faith do?
- What key lessons should any church learn/remember?

After the workshop, all information produced in the workshop will be used by the Purpose and Guid-
ing Principles team to develop proposed Purpose and Guiding Principles statements. These propos-
als will be presented at small group meetings for further refinement. After the small group meetings,
the team will revise the statements based on additional input and present updated proposals to the
congregation at large. The statements will be finalized at this meeting and a service of acclama-
tion held in the coming weeks.

Mark your calendars for these important dates and plan to attend.

Small group meetings to discuss proposed Purpose (select one)
Sunday, April 11 9:45 am UiF Resource Room
Wednesday, April 14  10:00am J Beans Coffee & Café*
Thursday, April 15  7:00 pm Main Pub & Grill**

Small group meetings to discuss proposed Guiding Principles (select one)
Sunday, April 25 9:45 am UiF Resource Room
Wednesday, April 28 10:00am J Beans Coffee & Café*
Thursday, April 29  7:00 pm Main Pub & Grill**

Large group meeting to review proposed Purpose and Guiding Principles and finalize
Sunday, May 16 9:30 am UiF Fellowship Hall

Acclamation Service
Sunday, May 30 9:30 am UiF Sanctuary

*J Beans Coffee & Café 7221 Forest Preserve, Norridge
**Main Pub & Grill 7320 W Irving Park, Norridge .
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Mark Johnston, Virginia Richards, Bill Mittelstaedt, Bill Brabec, Henry Dajc, Carl
Nordstrom, Kelsey & Carson, Doris Clements, Lois Olliger, Harold Hoyem, Bob Wilk,
Cathy Pacelli, Wendy Diez & family, Maddisyn Grace Romza, Mary Ann Ochab,
Maddie Sutcliffe, Jill Vicino, Gary Callgreen, Ryan, Joan DalPorto, Johnny Esposito,
Mary Rose Feller, Denise Brown, Jennifer Keller, Harriet Kurz, Laura, Pam Martens,
Ed Losik, Terry O’Donnell, June Nordstrom, Bonnie Canning, Anita Perske, Dennis
Dufern, Mike Rongo, Marion Ricker, Lisa Pittman & family, Vonnie Warren, Christina
& Rivas family, Rich Weiting, Fran & Bill Simon, Penny Spiros, Deborah Parnell, Etta
Pearl Thomas, Maddie Mae, Eleanore, Adeline & Mary Jamrock, Doris Devine,
Dorothy, Jennifer, Jerry, Meghan, Sean, Diane, Edwina Lamont & family, Matt/
Stephanie Devine & family

Pray for the family and friends of Joseph Bordor ... Pray for our friends serving in the Military - Alex
Chobot, David Noble, Jordan Davidson, Michael Mikrut Jr., Brian Boers, Keith, Nicole Potter, Charlie
Wood and James Thomas, Jeremy & Brandon Kalcsics, Carrie Woods, Colin Woods...Pray for all
those who feel lost or alone—without faith...All those who need help & guidance through God’s
help but don’t know how to ask for it...Pray for all those who are unemployed or in financial distress...
Pray for our Church, UIF Ministries, and for our country...Pray for our Congregation that the bonds
that formed us as one church may be strengthened...Pray for reconciliation among UIF members...
Pray for all those involved in the Haitian earthquake...Pray for the ELCA and for Pastor Greg.

Pray for the homebound - Lucille Albach, Marge Anderson, Joseph Beckie, Gordon Dahigren, Judy

Day, Jennie Faber, Donna Fanale, Dorothy Friel, Maret Hail, Barbara Hubka, Maybrith Kohn, Bernice

Litewski, Clara Majewski, Esther Schrock, Edna Schuette, Arlene Slonski, Esther Susmarski, Anne Swan-
son, Lylas Wollenzien, Alvina Worel.

Please contact any of the Prayer Ministry Group if you so desire — Dorothy Goos, Mary Ann Hudie,
Frances Johnston, Lois Olliger, and Marion Senf or call the Church office at (773)283-2326.

Please stop by the information tables for a weekly list of those requesting prayer and add them to your personal prayer time. You can
request prayer by filling out the back of the welcome sheet in your Sunday bulletin, or by calling the church office. Also, please remember
to inform us when someone no longer needs special prayers so they can be taken off the list.

| would like to say “Thank You” for all
the phone calls, cards and concerns
during my recent surgery.

| also want to send out a “BIG THANK )
YOU” to Annette for helping getting the |
kids to school. .

Love you all,




UIF Fellowship Ministry Fall Fling.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, Nov. 13, 2010. We are getting our program
lined up and as soon as we have a confirmation we will tell you about our
program. Tickets will be $16.00 for adults and $8.00 for children 3-11.

Watch next month for an up-date.

UNITED IN FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
6525 West Irving Park Road
Chicago, IL 60634

- ' Rev. Gregory C. Moser,

Pastor

Phone: 773.283.2326 Fax: 773.283.2959

Email: unitedinfaith@unitedinfaith.org
On the Web at www.unitedinfaith.org




